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English 2009G (Section 002) 
Literature and Human Values: Race, Age, Gender 
Instructor: Dr. Robert Martinez 
Coleman Hall 3371 
E-mail: rlmartinez@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: M 2-5 PM, W 2-4 PM, F 2-3 PM, and by appointment 
Course time: 11-11.50, Coleman 3609 
Course Description: 
In this course, we will consider various works of writers and filmmakers who wrestle with 
profound questions of truth, justice, equality, and identity concerning the relationships between 
race, age, and gender. Course requirements: enthusiastic discussion, 2-3 papers, and midterm/ 
final examinations. (General Education) 
Course Expectations: 
• You should complete all assigned readings on time. 
• You should be prepared to talk about course material in class enthusiastically! 
• Students will complete brief responses to assigned readings and films. 
• Students will write a two papers final term paper (5-7 pages each) and complete a 
midterm and final exam. 
Grading: 
• Two papers (5-7 pages each): 15% and 25% 
• Midterm & Final exams: 30% (15% each) 
• Participation/discussion: 20% 
• Discussion-leader questions: 10% 
Required Texts: 
• James Baldwin, The Fire Next Time 
• Iain Banks, The Wasp Factory 
• Pat Barker, Union Street & Blow Your House Down 
• Willa Cather, 0 Pioneers! 
• Michelle Cliff, No Telephone to Heaven 
• David Mitchell, Black Swan Green 
• John Edgar Wideman, Philadelphia Fire 
Possible Film Screenings: 
• Andrea Arnold, Fish Tank 
• Debra Granik, Winter's Bone 
• Spike Lee, Do the Right Thing 
Tentative Schedule - Literature and Human Values: Race, Age, Gender 
Spring 2012 
Date What's Hauuenin2 in Class Homework 
Mon., 1/9 Introduction to course Start reading 0 Pioneers! (pp. 
3-38) 
Wed., 1/11 Discuss 0 Pioneers! Continue reading 0 Pioneers! 
(PP. 39-74) 
Fri., 1/13 Discuss 0 Pioneers! Continue reading 0 Pioneers! 
(pp. 75-125) 
Mon., 1/16 Martin Luther Kina Jr. Dau - No Class 
Wed., 1/18 Discuss 0 Pioneers! Continue reading 0 Pioneers! 
(pp. 126-161) 
Fri., 1/20 Discuss 0 Pioneers! Finish reading 0 Pioneers! 
(pp. 162-180) 
Mon., 1/23 Wrap up 0 Pioneers! Start reading Union Street 
(pp. 9-35) 
Wed., 1/25 Discuss Union Street Continue reading Union 
Street (pp. 36-68) 
Fri., 1/27 Discuss Union Street Continue reading Union 
Street (PP. 69-139) 
Mon., 1/30 Discuss Union Street Continue reading Union 
Street (pp. 140-190) 
Wed., 2/1 Discuss Union Street Finish reading Union Street 
(pp. 191-241) 
Fri .• 2/::\ Conclude Union Street 
Mon., 2/6 Watch Winter's Bone 
Wed., 2/8 Watch Winter's Bone Complete worksheet on 
Winter's Bone; Get started 
reading Black Swan Green 
(pp. 3-83) 
Fri., 2/10 Discuss Winter's Bone Finish opening reading of 
Black Swan Green (pp. 3-83) 
Mon., 2/13 Begin discussing Black Swan Green Read Black Swan Green (pp. 
84-164) 
Wed., 2/15 Discuss Black Swan Green Read Black Swan Green (pp. 
165-205) 
Fri., 2/17 Lincoln's Birthdau - No Class 
Mon., 2/20 Discuss Black Swan Green Read Black Swan Green (pp. 
206-246) 
Wed., 2/22 Discuss Black Swan Green Finish Black Swan Green (pp. 
247-294) 
Fri., 2/24 Wrap up Black Swan Green Start reading The Wasp 
Factoru (pp. 1-40) 
Mon., 2/27 Discuss The Wasp Factory Read The Wasp Factory (pp. 
41-81) 
Wed., 2/29 Discuss The Wasp Factory Read The Wasp Factory (pp. 
82-102) 
Fri., 3/2 Discuss The Wasp Factory Read The Wasp Factory (pp. 
Paper #t Due in class 103-143) 
Mon., 3/5 Discuss The Wasp Factory Finish The Wasp Factory (pp. 
144-184) 
Wed., 3/7 Wrap up The Wasp Factoru Start studying for Midterm! 
Fri., 3/9 Review for Midterm Study for Midterm! 
Mon., 3/12- Spri.ng Break - No Class Study for Midterm! 
3/16 
Mon., 3/19 Midterm Exam 
Wed., 3/21 Watch Fish Tank 
Fri., 3/23 Watch Fish Tank 
Mon., 3/26 Finish Fish Tank; begin discussion 
Wed., 3/28 Discuss Fish Tank Start reading No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 3-53) 
Fri., 3/30 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to Heaven 
(pp, 54-94) 
Mon., 4/2 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to Heaven 
(pp. 95-135) 
Wed.,4/4 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to Heaven 
(pp, 136-186) 
Fri., 4/6 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Finish No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp, 187-224) 
Mon., 4/9 Wrap up No Telephone to Heaven Start reading Philadelphia 
Fire (pp. 3-43) 
Wed., 4/11 Discuss Philadelphia Fire Read Philadelphia Fire (pp. 
44-94) 
Fri., 4/13 Discuss Philadelphia Fire Read Philadelphia Fire (pp. 
95-130) 
Mon., 4/16 Discuss Philadelphia Fire Read Philadelphia Fire (pp. 
131-171) 
Wed., 4/18 Discuss Philadelphia Fire Finish Philadelphia Fire (pp. 
172-199) 
Fri., 4/20 Wrap up Philadelphia Fire 
Mon., 4/23 Watch Do the Right Thing 
Wed., 4/25 Watch Do the Riqht Thinq 
Fri.,4/27 Last Day of Classes: Discuss film; Paper #2 
Due in class 
Final Exam: Tues., May 1, 12:30-2:30 p.rn. 
